
Chemical Literacy
Fold in half at the line    -------->

Glue on this side

1 I can describe why elements have the names/symbols they have  

2 I can define the following terms: atom; element; compound; mixture  

3 I can identify atoms, elements, compounds and mixtures from diagrams  

4 I can write and understand a word equation  

5 I can write and understand a symbol equation  

6 I can balance symbol equations  

1 atom The smallest part of an element that can exist.  

2 chemical symbol A one- or two-letter code for an element that is used by 
scientists in all countries.  

3 compound Pure substances made up of atoms of two or more 
elements, strongly joined together.  

4 element(s) Substances that all other materials are made up of, and 
which contain only one type of atom. An element cannot 
be broken down into other substances.  

5 chemical properties Features of the way a substance reacts with other 
substances.  

6 group A column of the Periodic Table. The elements in a group 
have similar properties.  

7 Group 1 The elements in the left column of the Periodic Table, 
including lithium, sodium, and potassium. Also called the 
alkali metals.  

8 period A row of the Periodic Table. There are trends in the 
properties of the elements across a period.  

9 trend A pattern in properties, such as an increase or decrease.  



Prior Knowledge:
Pupils have studied the periodic 
table in Y8 and should have basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
word and symbol equations.

Careers::
Chemist 
Chemistry 
teacher

Future Learning:
This topic supports the general teaching 
of GCSE Chemistry. Pupils will gain 
confidence in constructing word and 
symbol equations, and to quickly use 
the periodic table.

Why?
This topic has been written to introduce our 
students to describe chemical reactions which 
will be imperative when entering KS4. This topic 
has been written by the HoS for Chemistry to try 
and ensure that all students have a good start to 
KS4 with a good understanding of these 
fundamental topics.
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