
Welcome to KS4
Parent Information 
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QR code and 
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Introductions
Mr D. Slack

Associate Deputy Headteacher 



KS4 Overview
Mr D. Slack

Associate Deputy Headteacher 



KS4 Curriculum

• Maths
• English (Literature and Language)
• Science
• RS
• Core PE

• 4 ‘Option’ Choices – Guided by the Pathways system



Where can I find what my child is learning?
Crompton House Website



Where can I find what my child is learning?
Curriculum Newsletters

• Sent home termly 
Y7-11

• Includes a 
summary of what 
is being studied in 
school for each 
subject in that 
year group

• Also includes tips 
for supporting 
learning outside 
the classroom



What is Home Learning?

• Learning does not 
stop at the end of the 
school day.

• Learning at home is 
an essential 
component of the 
educational process.



Homework assignments are 
carefully design by subject 

leaders to mirror and support 
the curriculum.

They serve as a bridge, linking
directed learning from 

teachers, to independent 
student learning.



Home Learning: Frequency



GCSE Grades

• Every student is given an individual MEG (‘Minimum 
Expected Grade’)

• These grades are calculated based on:
• CATs Data collected in Y7 (Cognative Ability Tests)
• Data collected on each student throughout Y7-9
• Any additional information provided at transition

• MEGs can and will change - they will move up with 
student performance



GCSE Grades

Grade 4 or Grade 5?

Always push for 5.



Vocational Grades

Level 2 = Grade 4+

Level 1 = Grade 1-3



Assessment in Y10

• Summative Assessment 1 – November 2024
• Short Report 1 - WC 9th December
• Resetting – January 2024
• Summative Assessment 2 – January/February 2024
• Short Report 2 – WC 3rd March
• 12th & 18th March – Parent’s Evening
• Year 10 Mocks – WC 16th June
• Short Report 3 – WC 7th July



Grade 4+ in 
Maths and English

Average Point 
Score



Average Point Scores

• Lots of Sixth Form and Colleges will ask for an ‘average 
point score’ or ‘APS’

• This involves taking all the GCSE qualifications and 
adding them together

• You then divide this number by the number of 
qualifications to get your ‘APS’

Maths – 5
Eng Lang – 6

Eng Lit – 6
Spanish – 5

Science – 4:4

RS – 7
History – 6

Art – 5
PE - 5

Total Points: 53
Number of GCSEs: 10

APS: 5.3



English Curriculum
Mr D. Pacey

Assistant Headteacher



GCSE 
English 

Language



GCSE 
English 

Language



GCSE 
English 

Language



GCSE 
English 

Literature



GCSE 
English 

Language



Homework

• Homework will always be set weekly on Class Charts on a 
Tuesday and is due in on a Tuesday.

• The average time to be spent on the homework is 
indicated on Class Charts.



Reading 
MattersReading 

Matters



Learn 
together



Maths Curriculum
Mrs C. Borthwick

Curriculum Team Leader - Maths



Course Content

Number
Ratio and Proportion
Algebra
Geometry
Statistics and Probability



Foundation 
Tier: 
Grades 1-5

50% of the marks are 
for numerical skills.

Students need to aim 
for  above 60% to 
achieve Grade 4.

Students need to aim 
for  above 70% to 
achieve Grade 5.



Higher Tier:
Grades 4-9

By comparison, only 35% 
of the paper assesses 
numerical skills-more 
emphasis on algebra.

Students need to aim for: 
45% +to secure a Grade 
6

60%+ to secure a Grade 
7

75%+ to secure Grade 8

85%+ to secure Grade 9



Skills questions (50%/40%)

Problem solving (40%/60%)

Key Differences



Equipment: scientific calculator essential



Homework: SPARX

• Set on WEDNESDAY
• Due in by the end of the day 

on MONDAY
• Parents/carers receive a 

reminder email over the 
weekend.

Other free resources
• Maths Genie
• Corbett maths
• Physics and Maths Tutor (PMT)



Sparx impact on grades

• This shows that students who 
completed more than 75% 
of their Sparx homeworks
regularly ended up gaining 
more than one grade better 
than their MEG.



Science Curriculum
Dr E. O’Brien

Assistant Headteacher



Combined Science or 
Separate Science



Two GCSEs

9 periods a fortnight

Specialist teachers 

Biology teacher

Chemistry teacher

Physics teacher

6 exams at end of course (1 

hour 15 minutes each)











Separate Biology, Chemistry and Physics
GCSE in each subject. 
2 exams of 1 hour 45 minutes in each subject. 











Foundation tier 
Grade 5-1
Questions tend to be more scaffolded 
especially at the start of the exam paper. 



Higher tier 
Grade 9-4
Questions require more free 
response. 







For each lesson of 
Science bring your 
calculator 

Biology 10% of marks from 
mathematical content

Chemistry 20% of marks 
from mathematical content

Physics 30% of marks from 
mathematical content



Accessing Kerboodle

Got to website https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login

Click on sign in with Microsoft























RS Curriculum
Mrs C. Ahmed-Swift

Head of Subject - RS



Full Course
Short Course



• We study AQA A Specification (not AQA B)

• The RS GCSE is made up of 2 components: 
• Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings 

and practices
• Component 2: Thematic studies

FULL COURSE:



Component 1: The study of religions: 
beliefs, teachings and practices

• Paper 1 is the religion paper. We are required to study two
religions

• At Crompton House we study Christianity and Judaism. 

• Students will study: 
1. Christian Beliefs
2. Christian Practices
3. Jewish Beliefs
4. Jewish Practices.

FULL COURSE:



Component 2: Thematic studies

• Paper 2 is the Themes Paper. We are required to study four themes.

• At Crompton House we study Theme A,B,D and E.

• Students will study: 
1. Family and Relationships 
2. Religion and Life
3. Religion, Peace and Conflict 
4. Crime and Punishment.

• We do not study Theme C and F.

FULL COURSE:



Where are areas of surplus and deficit located globally?

Loving God, Caring for each other achieving excellence - Religious Studies – Crompton House.

Paper 1: Religion

Nature 
of God.

The trinity

resurrection

Christian Beliefs

The afterlife
crucifixion

Creation beliefs

Incarnationascension

Atonement 
and Salvation



Where are areas of surplus and deficit located globally?

Loving God, Caring for each other achieving excellence - Religious Studies – Crompton House.

Paper 1: Religion

Worship
Holy 

Communion 

Role of the 
church in the 

local 
Community

Christian Practices

Easter & 
Christma

s

baptism

Mission, 
Evangelism and 
church growth

Pilgrimage

The Synagogue

prayerReconciliation 
& persecution

Response to 
world poverty



Where are areas of surplus and deficit located globally?

Loving God, Caring for each other achieving excellence - Religious Studies – Crompton House.

Paper 1: Religion

God as 
1

Jewish Beliefs

Law giver & 
judge

Covenant with 
Moses

Mitzvot & free 
will

Messiah

Shekinah

Covenant with 
AbrahamLife after death

Key moral 
principles

Sanctity of life 
& Pikuach

Nefesh



Where are areas of surplus and deficit located globally?

Loving God, Caring for each other achieving excellence - Religious Studies – Crompton House.

Paper 1: Judaism

The law
Shabbat

Death 
ceremonies

The synagogue

Jewish Practices

Bar Mitvah’s & 
weddings 

Worship and 
prayer

Festivals 

Birth 
ceremonies

Food laws



Where are areas of surplus and deficit located globally?

Loving God, Caring for each other achieving excellence - Religious Studies – Crompton House.

Paper 2: Theme A

sexualit
y

Family & Relationships

Contraception

Cohabitation

Same sex 
relationships

Divorce and 
remarriage

Nature and 
purpose of 
marriage

Gender 
Equality

Sex outside of 
marriage

Nature of family

Purpose of 
family



Where are areas of surplus and deficit located globally?

Loving God, Caring for each other achieving excellence - Religious Studies – Crompton House.

Paper 2: Theme B

Origins of 
the 

universe

Pollution

Animals for 
food 

The value of 
the world and 

the duty of 
humans to 
protect it

Religion and Life

Animals for 
experimentatio

n

Use and abuse 
of the 

environment

Value of 
human life

Use and abuse 
of animals Origins of life on 

earth
Abortion 

Euthanasia

Life after 
death



Where are areas of surplus and deficit located globally?

Loving God, Caring for each other achieving excellence - Religious Studies – Crompton House.

Paper 2: Theme D

Key 
words

Peace and Conflict 

Violence and terrorism

Holy War

Weapons of 
mass 

destruction

Pacifism and 
working for 

peace

Reasons for war

Just war
Victims of war



Where are areas of surplus and deficit located globally?

Loving God, Caring for each other achieving excellence - Religious Studies – Crompton House.

Paper 2: Theme E

What is a 
crime?

Aims evaluated

Aims of 
punishment

Crime & Punishment

Why do people 
commit crimes?

What do religious 
people think about 

crimes and law 
breakers?

Capital 
Punishment

Suffering and 
forgiveness

Prisons

Corporal 
Punishment



Assessment:

• RS GCSE is 100% exam – there is no coursework (NEA)
• Students will sit two exam papers. 

oPaper 1 – Religion
oPaper 2 – Themes.

• Each Exam is 1 hour 45 minutes. Each paper accounts 
for 50% of their final GCSE grade. 

FULL COURSE:



• In each paper students will 
answer 4 questions which are 
out of 24 marks. 

• Each question follows a 
common structure of 1,2,4,5 
and 12 mark questions –
totalling 24 marks. 

• There are 3 marks for SPaG.

Paper 2: ThemesPaper 1: Religion

1. Family and 
Relationships 

1. Christian Beliefs

2. Religion and Life2. Christian Practices

3. Religion, Peace and 
Conflict

3. Jewish Beliefs

4. Crime and 
Punishment

4. Jewish Practices

FULL COURSE:



Homework:

• Homework has been mapped out across the whole course. 
Each unit of study has a homework booklet. 

• Students are expected to complete 1 task a week and 
hand the booklet in at the end of each unit. 

• The homework's alternate between tasks to further and 
deepen the current topic of study and retrieval of the 
previous units studied. 

• The booklets have revision for exams and mocks 
embedded in them. 

• Each task should take up to 1 hour and should be 
completed weekly. 

FULL COURSE:



• This is half a GCSE. It is not a foundation paper. 
• Students can achieve grades 1-9 on this paper. 
• Each year we have had students achieve grade 7. This 

paper is aspirational. 
• The exam is the same. This paper is sat on the same day as 

the Full Course Paper 2 exam. The Themes questions are 
exactly the same questions for the full course and the short 
course. The exam structure is exactly the same. 

• The difference is this course studies 4 units, not 8 and is 
therefore worth half a GCSE, not a full GCSE. 

SHORT COURSE:



• The Short Course is assessed in one exam at the end of Year 11. This 
exam is 1 hour and 45 minutes long. 

• The religions we study are Christianity and Judaism (the same as the full 
course). The Themes studied are chosen by the exam board. 

• Students will study: 
1. Christian Beliefs
2. Jewish Beliefs
3. Family and Relationships
4. Religion, Peace and Conflict

SHORT COURSE:

Paper 2: ThemesPaper 1: Religion

1. Family and 
Relationships 

1. Christian Beliefs

2. Religion and Life2. Christian Practices

3. Religion, Peace and 
Conflict

3. Jewish Beliefs

4. Crime and 
Punishment

4. Jewish Practices



• In the final exam students 
will answer 4 questions 
which are out of 24 marks. 

• Each question follows a 
common structure of 
1,2,4,5 and 12 mark 
questions – totalling 24 
marks. 

• There are 3 marks for SPaG.

SHORT COURSE:



Homework:

• At the end of each lesson students will be given key 
words / quotes to memorise these will be tested at the 
start of the next lesson. 

• This means that students will receive 3 revision tasks 
across the two-week timetable. 

SHORT COURSE:



Year Group Updates
Mr A. Power
Head of Year 10



The year ahead

Making EVERY 
lesson count!



Attendance
Is 90% 
attendance 
good?



90% attendance =
½ day missed every 

week!!
1 school year at 90% attendance = 

4 whole weeks of lessons MISSED!!!
Sept                                                        July

?

38 school weeks

Absent for 4 weeks



90% attendance over 2 years of secondary 
school….

= 40 days or 200 lessons missed!

Research suggests that 17 missed
school days a year = GCSE grade DROP
in achievement. (DfES)

The greater the attendance the
greater the achievement.

What’s the impact of this…



The data backs this up….



Standards
-Appearance
-Lates
-Behaviour for Learning



Appearance

• Shoes- Correct shoes must be worn at all times 
• Skirts- Must not be rolled and be knee length
• Make-up- No make-up is to be worn to school
• Jewellery- No jewellery is to be worn to school
• Hair- Must be a natural colour. No extreme haircuts.
• Socks- Plain, white socks with no frills.
• Jumpers- Plain black v-neck jumpers.



Lates

• Friday detention - 60-minute detention for students 
late to class five times in a week. 

• For every subsequent late arrival, an extra 10 
minutes will be added to the detention, capping at a 
maximum finish time of 5 pm. 

• This system reinforces the importance of punctuality 
and encourages students to value their educational 
commitments.



Lates

Stage 1 – 2 - Persistent late to lesson detentions –
warning on class charts

Stage 2 – 4 – Persistent late to lesson detentions –
meeting with Head of Year and 1 day in reflection

Stage 3 – 6 - Persistent late to lesson detention –
meeting with Key Stage lead – 2 day in reflection

Stage 4 – 8 – Persistent late to lesson detention – FTE –
return to school with Mrs Hegarty



CROMPTON HOUSE
Expectations of Students

Classroom Non-Negotiables:
• Arrive on time fully equipped and ready to learn.

• Follow the classroom seating plan.

• Listen respectfully to the teacher and others at all times.

• Put your hand up if you need to contribute.

• Present classwork and any homework neatly and on time.

• Work hard and make a positive contribution to the class.



Pastoral Care Matters



Pastoral Care Matters



Pastoral Care Matters



Pastoral Care Matters





Careers and Further 
Education Advice

• Tuesday/Wednesday lunch time drop ins All in 
6th Form

October
• 08/10/2024 Oldham College -vocation courses 

Year 10-11
• 015/10/24 Hopwood Hall – vocational courses 

year 10-11
November
• 05/11/2024 Creative Access college – Musical 

College also suitable for year 10-13s interested in 
FE and HE in Music

• 12/11/24 RAF year 10-13
• 19/11/24 The Manchester College year 10-11
December
• 03/12/2024 Race Ahead Training year 10-11 

interested in Childcare



Conclusions
Mr D. Slack

Associate Deputy Headteacher


